Aiming High Network

News Update Number 1 – May 2010
Welcome to the first Aiming High Network News Update! Not too much time spent on making it look pretty, but full of really good stuff, we hope. It’s put together by the Short Breaks Pathfinder team.

Weekend clubs for disabled young people
Formulating the requirements and applying for funding
 

From October 2010 the Short Breaks Pathfinder project is planning to establish the ‘Of Course We Can’ programme. It will comprise three strands of activity for disabled children and young people: daytime weekend clubs; residential activities at weekends and on school holiday weekdays; four/six/eight session blocks of daytime activity groups at weekends and on school holiday weekdays.

 

Notification of how to apply for investment funding to establish each club will be published in early June. Closing date will be early in August. Those who apply will be required to show the extent to which they have discussed their proposals with other local providers and with support groups of parents of disabled young people. We will be seeking submissions that demonstrate agreement and cooperation from the maximum number of interested parties. 

 

There will be an initial discussion meeting for any interested potential providers and parent group reps. This will inform the final description of what the clubs should be required to do. Click here to read the draft proposals (download the document ‘Establishing clubs for disabled young people’ at the bottom of the page), or contact Philip Douch (see below).

 

The meeting to discuss the proposals will take place from 11.30am-1.00pm on Friday 28th May in Meeting Room 5 at Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester GL1 2TG (parking is in public city centre car parks). Please let Pushpa Patel know if you would like to attend (pushpa.patel@gloucestershire.gov.uk). If you cannot attend but wish to make any comments about the proposal, please contact Philip Douch by phone or email before 28th May. (philip.douch@gloucestershire.gov.uk or 01452 427144) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

‘Of Course We Can’
The new fortnightly weekend clubs described above are just one strand of a coordinated programme we will be supporting from October 2010 onwards. Badged as ‘Of Course We Can’, there will also be residential activity weekends and non-residential weekend activity groups offered over some of the weekends when the clubs are not happening.

We have supported some great pilots and will be moving forward with plans in the coming months. So thanks to all you folks out there who have done Bushcraft, Professional Kitchen, Drive and Survive and goodness knows what else! As someone said the other day,’ Are you still setting up ridiculous holidays for disabled children?!’ Exactly!! We will be looking for new providers to help establish an ongoing programme of opportunities, so watch this space if you might be interested.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Inclusion Needs You training programme

This is our popular four session training programme for mainstream providers of activities for kids who would like to be more confident and prepared to welcome disabled children and young people. We have turned it into a ‘pick and mix’ programme, so you can choose which of the sessions to attend and book them separately.

There is an introductory day on inclusion; different days specifically aimed at sports, arts and play providers; autism awareness; and total communication.

Click here for details and downloads of the inclusion training flyer and application form.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Launch of Aiming High Network meetings – next one 17th September
Around 50 people from all sorts of different agencies and organisations came together on Friday 30th April for the launch of our new network. It’s for everyone interested in providing better opportunities for disabled children and young people outside of school time.

We heard from young people and agencies about exciting things they have been doing; looked at emerging plans; and had loads of time for people to share what they are doing with one another. We have had great feedback from lots of providers and professionals who found out that they might be able to help one another in future work. It was a really buzzy meeting and we will now be running similar gatherings three times a year.

So please put this date in your diary: Friday 17th September – 10am-1pm (bring lunch to stay and chat afterwards). At Gloucestershire Deaf Association in Barnwood, Gloucester. We will ask people to let us know if they are coming nearer the date.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

We hope you have found this first edition of News Update to be useful. Whether you have or not, we promise to inflict another one on you soon.

Philip and the Team.
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